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                                                                “For Now and For the Future”
Longfellow Neighborhood Association Newsletter 

http://www.jccniowa.org/~LNA Iowa City, Iowa
     JULY 2003
Longfellow Neighborhood’s Annual 

GARDEN WALK AND CHALK ART FESTIVAL Sunday, JULY 13th  3-6 PM

Seven Longfellow neighborhood gardens will be open for viewing at this year’s annual garden walk. Everyone is welcome. It is a fun time to visit with friends and meet new neighbors while viewing a variety of gardens and garden structures. We are very excited about the variety and quality of this year’s gardens. Look for signs on the front lawns of 1122 College, 331 Summit, 1040, 1110, and 1133 Court and 510 and 523 Grant Street; these will indicate the actual gardens on the walk. Maps will be available at each location plus at the Chalk Art Festival, located at Longfellow School. 

We invite anyone, new to art or experienced, of all ages to join the fun of creating pictures or designs with chalk. Longfellow Neighborhood Association will provide the chalk. In addition to the fun of chalk art there will be a drawing for participation prizes at 5:00 o’clock. 

There will be opportunities to make a donation; money raised will be used for future neighborhood activities. Refreshments will also be provided. Rain or shine; no rain date.

PLAN In Progress

  Late August or in September  

THE ANNUAL LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD PICNIC

Everyone agreed: last year’s neighborhood picnic/block party was such a tremendous success that it should be repeated again this year. Same place, same food, same band and hopefully same beautiful weather- why mess with a good thing! We plan to block off Clark Street between Bowery and Seymour for the event. The neighborhood association will provide grilled brats/buns (with and without meat while they last), catsup, mustard, sauerkraut and lemonade. Each family should bring a dish or two to share (number of dishes depends on size of your family) plus your table service including drinking cups. The Stapleton family have graciously offered their front lawn again so bring folding chairs or a blanket to sit while you visit, eat, and listen to the band.  Signs around the neighborhood and notices to your home will tell you of the exact date and time.

Note From a Neighbor- 

Hello.  I recently attended my first neighborhood association meeting.  It was fun, informative and enlightening.  I urge you to attend a meeting, to meet other neighbors and to learn and share ideas.  The meeting was a wonderful experience.  Hope to see you at our next meeting of neighbors.

Lenda Zelinskas

Nature Notes by Will Thomson

As summer blooms in Longfellow neighborhood, its richness is everywhere among the trees and shrubs.   Among the scent of cut grass there drifts a perfume of honeysuckle and clover, and evening’s air has left us breathing easy.  The rabbits are small and still a little naïve, but the young barred owls, still whistling plaintively at their parents for a handout, will learn soon enough.

Some new visitors have strolled up the creek bed recently.  As I spent an early morning along the bank pulling up the invading garlic mustard a young buck whitetail and I surprised each other and we both jumped back.  A doe was seen several mornings ago strolling up the yards along the stream; she spent the weekend grazing backyards along Grant Street, moving back north toward Hickory Hill when it got too risky.   A neighbor informed me that she and her daughter spotted a wild turkey strolling across Grant Street and into my yard one morning, just after dawn.  The hen had flapped placidly over the back fence, and my neighbor wanted to know if was a pet.  So this evening as the chatter of the kingfisher is heard down in the trees along the creek bank, this summer’s wealth makes us all a little languid.

LNA Board Meeting May 2003

Present were: Mike Wright, president; Charlie Eastham, past president; Todd Simpson, vice president; Marianne Wilkening, secretary.

Decided:  Contribute $300 to help Longfellow School PTA with the purchase of wood chips for the school playground.

Decided:  Hold the LNA late spring meeting at Longfellow School Media Center on June 4 at 7:00 p.m.  The agenda to be: presentation on Municipal Power by Mid America Power, discussion of plan for the Garden Walk and Chalk Art Festival, and discussion of the end of summer Longfellow Block Party.

LNA General Meeting Minutes June 4, 2003 –Longfellow School

1) Discussion of continuing mailing of the Long View and notices of LNA activities in light of the possibility that the IC Council diminishes or eliminates funding assistance to balance the City budget.  Options other than direct mailing communications were considered. There was a suggestion that the city council could look for other funding sources to help the neighborhoods continue communication in neighborhoods. President Wright suggested that those attending could contact the council members with their views and suggestions. (See LV article)

2) Bob Lehman, Longfellow neighbor and employee of Mid American Energy presented his view on the advantages and disadvantages of municipally owned vs. privately owned power.

3) Perry Lenz and Steven Kanner described the formation of the Iowa City Car Cooperative.   The presentation included description of how membership in the car coop works together to make the arrangements for car use.  They also spoke of the financial advantages. (See LV article)

4) The Garden Walk date was set for July 13, 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. President Wright asked for volunteers to help by acting as a neighborhood host at garden site, providing cookies and other forms of assistance. (See LV article)

5) The Chalk Art portion of the Garden Walk was discussed.  Margaret & Chuck Felling described the event and asked for volunteers to help lead the activities and/or to help obtain  “prizes” for those who make a chalk art piece.

6) Caroling Party costs and dates for the event were discussed.  In order to keep costs within budget the decision was made to provide only cookies and cocoa.  The decision was made to hold the event on a Friday so the neighborhood could use Longfellow School as our socializing and meeting area.  Ways of notifying neighbors was discussed with no decision reached.

7.  The LNA Block Party will be held.  The tentative date is August 24 depending on the availability of the band.  Location planning is underway.

8.  Art in the Longfellow Neighborhood progress reported.  Will Thomson presented tentative design and plans for three art projects that were selected in neighborhood art committee meetings.  The designs and plans were well received.  Will is working on the designs and plan for the two remaining art committee proposals.   The projected cost of the proposal seems to be within the budgeted funds from the Iowa City Art Advisory Committee neighborhood art program.

LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORS AWARDED FOR HISTORICAL RESTORATIONS--by Tim Weitzel

On May 6th, 2003, Friends of Historic Preservation, the Iowa City Historic Preservation Commission, and the Johnson County Historic Preservation Commission hosted their annual awards program to recognize local homeowners, consultants, and contractors for achievement in the area of historically appropriate restoration, rehabilitation, and maintenance.
The Longfellow Neighborhood Association joins Friends and the preservation commissions in congratulating all the award winners.  Specifically LNA would like to mention the following people for their contribution to our neighborhood.

Ronald Bohlken, 1120 Burlington Street, Ellen Heywood and Paul Ingram, 1178 Court Street, and Kirk Brincks, 1136 Burlington Street are each recognized for historically appropriate paint and exterior finish work, particularly period-appropriate paint schemes.  The use of a second color to highlight details such as the porch columns, corner boards, eave brackets, and window trim boards adds variety to the neighborhood and contributes to maintaining its historical character.  Owners go a step further and use the same scheme on outbuildings and garden structures, as did Phillip & Karen Reisetter, 1040 Court Street. This paint scheme appropriately demonstrates how a third, darker color, usually black or dark green, was used historically to emphasize the window sashes.  Tom Berg received an award for a sensitive and pleasing addition to his house at 709 Summit Street. The addition to the main structure maintains the original style of the house. It remains distinguishable as an addition and when examined carefully, can be visually distinguished from the original structure.  The windows and doors match the original in shape, size, and trim work. The rear porch, while fitting in with the original style and materials used, remains subordinate to the front of the house, which is much more elaborate. The overhang on the roof of the rear bay window, and the supporting brackets also lend to the historic nature of this addition as do the paint and trim finishes. Details found in the fences and garden structures, also recent additions to the property, have been stated to be historically appropriate. Todd & Carol McCafferty should be given special recognition for their perseverance for the work at 1122 College Street.  They are recognized in particular for the paint and exterior finish which they extensively investigated through historic resources including finding a sister building in West Branch where existing design elements were found to assist a detail-oriented rehabilitation of their family's home. Again, additional details add to the historic finish treatment of outbuilding, fence, and a pergola structures. Congratulations to all for your achievement!

Technology and Historic Restoration—by Tim Weizel
Modern technology has brought important advances in paint that will now adhere to many different surfaces, including aluminum and plastic.  This allows homeowners to at least paint modern materials in a manner that support the neighborhood’s historic character.  When possible or required, the use of the traditional materials goes a step further to advance the goals of historic preservation--maintaining neighborhood character, stability and enhancing property values.  Homeowners express their creative individuality at the same time they invest in a future for their home and our community.

Changes on the Longfellow School Playground by Rita Minchk
Out with the old and in with the new.  In early June the IC School District removed 5 pieces of playground equipment due to deterioration and for safety reasons.  The Longfellow Elementary PTA installed $10,000 worth of play equipment on June 20 and 21. A new swing set and horizontal/parallel bars are replacing old ones plus a new play piece: an arch tire swing.  If any playground areas are still taped off, please remind your children to stay out of these areas—we want them to be safe.  A big thank you to these organizations that contributed to this project.   Longfellow Neighborhood Association $300, Iowa State Bank and Trust, Hawkeye State Bank, and US Bank each $250, UI Credit Union $150, Farmers Bank $200 and Hills Bank $100.

Phase II for the Longfellow School Ground is in the planning stage and with neighborhood help it will happen.  In the fall, look for information how you can help with Phase II.

City Council maintains original funding level for neighborhood association newsletters and PIN grants -  Marcia Klingaman

You may be aware, Iowa City had been asked to absorb approximately $1.8 million of the state budget deficit over the next two years.  The City Council evaluated various options to reduce the budget; two items being neighborhood newsletters and Program for Improving Neighborhood (PIN) grant program.  (Longfellow sends out four newsletters a year costing about $400 per mailing.  Postcards sent out announcing neighborhood events (Holiday Caroling, LNA Meetings) can cost up to $250 per mailing.  Longfellow neighborhood has received over $50,000 in PIN grant funding over the past 8 years, a significant amount providing materials for the improvements to the Longfellow Trail area, replacing deteriorated sidewalks, planting numerous trees and spring bulbs, toddler swings at the school, the spring leaf pickup, etc.) 

The City Council just decided in their June 23 work session to not reduce either the neighborhood newsletters OR the PIN grant program.  It is heartening to know that the efforts of the neighborhood associations in Iowa City are respected as well as the need to communicate broadly is essential.

Hannah’s Blessing Is Open- by Danielle Thompson
Hannah’s Blessing Child Development Center is officially open for business.  The Center is on Sheridan Avenue between Rundell and Dearborn streets.  As of this publication date, part time and fulltime slots are available for 2-5 year-olds.  Information can be obtained from Yvonne Herndon, Center Director, at 341-3790.  Thanks to all in the Longfellow Neighborhood for your support.

The Iowa City Car Co-Op--By Perry Lenz and Steven Kanner

The Iowa City Car Co-op (ICCC) was established in 2002 and was recently incorporated as a non-profit with the State of Iowa.  Co-op members share ownership of a vehicle for several reasons: to save money, work with others, build community and encourage a more environmentally sound future.  

The ICCC can be a welcome option for neighborhoods like Longfellow.  With shopping & recreation options within walking, biking and bus distance, households may not want to own a car or add a second vehicle.  Instead of having to hassle with the expense of car ownership (estimated at up to $6,000 a year for a two-year old car according to Jane Holtz Kay, author of Asphalt Nation) they can share ownership of the Co-op car at a cost of approximately  $600 a year.

The ICCC is fully insured and is in the process of applying for 501(C) 3 non-profit status.  Membership is open to anyone eighteen years of age or older.  

Here’s how the Iowa City Car Co-op works: Members pay a $50 refundable security deposit and pay a set monthly fee to cover expenses.  Individuals pay for their own gas and a $.05/mile usage fee.  The membership meets regularly to schedule use of the car, which is stored, along with the key, in a centrally located spot.  

The ICCC encourages persons with special needs to explore membership.  The current Co-op car is equipped with hand controls and a wheelchair lift for the trunk.  When enough people join, the Co-op will have access to a second car, a 1995 Saturn, which is waiting to be donated to the ICCC.

What is best about belonging to a cooperative is that you become part of a community where every member has an equal say in how the organization is run.  The co-op principle of one membership, one vote is our standard. Please call Iowa City Car Co-op member Joy Bayshore at 358-9194 for more information.

REMINDER

Fresh, locally grown produce, baked goods, plants and handicrafts are among the items available at The Farmers’ Market’s 31st season.  The market hours are 

5:30 to 7:30 on Wednesday evenings and 7:30 to 11:30 Saturday mornings, through October, at Chauncey Swan parking ramp, Washington and Gilbert Sts. downtown.  The Iowa City Parks and Recreation Department sponsors the Farmers’ Market.

       This Issue of The Long View:

·         LNA Meetings Minutes - Mariann Wilkening

·         Note to Neighbors - Lenda Zelinskas
·         Nature Notes - Will Thomson
·         Changes in Longfellow School Playground - Rita Minchk

·         Annual Garden Walk & Chalk Art Festiva l - Pam Earhardt and Margaret                           Felling

·         Longfellow Neighbors awarded for Historical Restorations - Tim Weitzel

·         Hannah’s Blessing Open - Danielle Thompson
·         Iowa City Car Co-op - Perry Lenz and Steven Kanner

·         Longfellow Annual Picnic/Block Party - Pam Earhardt

COMING NEIGHBORHOOD EVENTS

                  *July 13----------------------Annual Garden Walk and Chalk Art Festival  3-6 pm

               *Late August or In September ---------------Longfellow Annual Picnic/Block Party 5-7 pm

               *December------------------Neighborhood Caroling Party
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